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Figure 2: Interagency Working Group priority areas in West Virginia

Needs are greater in some counties than others
• Priority 1: Southern West Virginia non-
metropolitan area. Includes
Greenbrier, Logan, McDowell, Mercer,
Mingo, Monroe, Nicholas, Pocahontas,
Summers, Webster, and Wyoming
counties.

• Priority 3, Wheeling, West Virginia-Ohio.
Includes Marshall and Ohio counties.

• Priority 11, Northern West Virginia non-
metropolitan area. Includes 23
counties.

• Priority 23, Beckley, West Virginia.
Includes Fayette and Raleigh counties.

• Priority 24, Charleston, West Virginia.
Includes Boone, Clay, and Kanawha
counties.

Counties across West Virginia
have been hit hard by a
decline in coal-related jobs;
however, some are more
impacted than others. The
federal Interagency Working
Group on Coal and Power Plant
Communities and Economic
Revitalization has prioritized
regions across the country
based on their concentration of
direct coal sector jobs.
As illustrated in Figure 2, West
Virginia contains five of the top
25 priority areas; these five
areas include 41 of the state’s
55 counties:



This analysis was supported by GridLab, an innovative non-profit that provides
technical grid expertise to enhance policy decision-making and to ensure a
rapid transition to a reliable, cost-effective, and low carbon future.


