
 

 

In response to the recent spill in the Elk River upstream of the American Water intake, Downstream Strategies has 
developed sampling scenarios for private homeowners concerned with the quality of their water even after the 
water use bans have been lifted. 

If you are still experiencing the licorice-like odor from your water, or you are interested to know if your water has 
detectable 4-methylcyclohexanemethanol (MCHM) or other components of “Crude MCHM” values below the 1 
ppm threshold established by officials, Downstream Strategies is prepared to quickly respond with a few sampling 
plan options. 

We will collect a sample from your home or business, submit the sample to an independent, third-party 
laboratory, and report results to you within 5-7 business days. 

Sampling Option A 

Sampling for 4-methylcyclohexane methanol (MCHM) 

at one tap location 
Minimum detection limit: 0.01 ppm 

$275 

With TICs $302 

Sampling Option B  

Sampling for 4-methylcyclohexane methanol (MCHM) 

at one tap location with a less sensitive method 
Minimum detection limit: 0.05 ppm 

$200 

With TICs $227 

Sampling Option C  

Sampling for 4-methylcyclohexane methanol (MCHM), 

methanol and methylcyclohexane, an anticipated 
break down product of Crude MCHM at one tap 

location  
Minimum detection limit: 0.01 ppm (for MCHM) 

$390 

With TICs $444 

Sampling Option D  

Sampling for 4-methylcyclohexane methanol (MCHM), 

methanol and the following anticipated breakdown 
products of Crude MCHM: methylcyclohexane, 

formaldehyde, and formic acid at one tap location  
Minimum detection limit: 0.01 ppm (for MCHM) 

$675 

With TICs $729 

We can add analysis for Tentatively Identified Compounds (TIC)* to any of these options. 

The costs listed include all labor, lab fees, expenses, and field quality assurance/quality control 
procedures. 

Approved testing methods are available for some of the components of Crude MCHM, but not all. In 
consultation with analytical laboratories, we have prepared a list of certain metabolites that may occur as 
Crude MCHM breaks down in the environment for which testing methods do exist. While these do not 
necessarily have the same toxicity as their parent compound, they can help to evaluate the potential 
presence of chemical components remaining in the environment after the spill. 

 

For inquiries or to schedule sampling, please contact  

Kendra Hatcher at (304) 292-2450 or khatcher@downstreamstrategies.com 

For after hours or weekend inquiries, please call Kendra Hatcher at (541) 224-4888 or Marc Glass at (304) 216-5294. 

 
* TICs show estimated detections of chemicals that are not specifically tested for, but may be qualitatively (not quantified) 
identified by comparison between the analytical chromatogram and literature sources. 

Sample option prices effective as of January 28, 2014.  These packages may be modified at any time to accommodate new 
information, screening procedures, and evolving analytical methodologies. 
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