Report: Appalachian coal mining will continue to decline#.UZN-37WNpgE

Page 1 of 9

(http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3df6/0/0/%2a/e;44306;0-0;0;76192254;267-300/300;0/0/0;;~sscs=%3f)
June 3, 2013
(http://www.facebook.com/WYMTNews)

(http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/wymt/id431324116?mt=8)

(https://market.android.com/search?q=wymt)

(http://www.wkyt.com/s?action=login)

(http://www.wkyt.com/rss)

Search

Best Propane Prices Low Cost Propane & Service for Your Home from Loca
Highwall Mining MaxPro bearing system delivers longer life than OEM beari
China's Coal Hoard

Home (/wymt/home)
Find It

Weather

Your Town

Video

News

Programming

Classifieds (http://www.usellitinky.com/)
Better Living (/wymt/betterliving)

Sports

Blogs

Contests (http://www.wkyt.com/contests)

Jobs (http://www.findkyjobs.com/)

Obits (http://wymt.tributes.com/national/home)

Moms

Report: Appalachian coal mining will continue to decline
Recom m end

3

(http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=300&winname=addthis&pub=grayinteractivemedia&source=tbx32300&lng=en-US&s=reddit&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wkyt.com%2Fwymt%2Fhome%2Fheadlines%2FReportAppalachian-coal-mining-will-continue-to-decline-207485901.html&title=Report%3A%20Appalachian%20coal%
20mining%20will%20continue%20to%20decline&ate=AT-grayinteractivemedia/-//51acc8b4242413e4/2&frommenu=1&uid=51acc8b49ca2c37f&trackurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wkyt.com%2Fwymt%
2Fhome%2Fheadlines%2FReport-Appalachian-coal-mining-will-continue-to-decline-207485901.html%23.UZN37WNpgE&ct=1&rsi=51937edfb58da601&gen=1&tt=0&captcha_provider=recaptcha)

By: Matthew Rand (http://www.wkyt.com/station/bios/sports/185390112.html) - Email (mailto:mrand@wymt.com)
Posted: Wed 12:04 AM, May 15, 2013

http://www.wkyt.com/wymt/home/headlines/Report-Appalachian-coal-mining-will-continu...

6/3/2013

Report: Appalachian coal mining will continue to decline#.UZN-37WNpgE

Page 2 of 9

Report: Appalachian coal mining will continue to decline

HAZARD, Ky. (WYMT) - A new report suggests Central Appalachia's coal industry
faces difficult times in the years ahead.
The report, published by the West Virginia environmental consulting firm Downstream
Strategies, finds the industry will continue to struggle to remain competitive.
Researchers predict coal production could drop by as much as 31 percent by the year
2020.
The report suggests the Central Appalachian coal industry continues to face
competition from coal basins in other parts of the country. The region produced 185
million tons of coal in 2011, but researchers say market forces could drive that number
down to 128 million tons by 2020.
"Part of what underlies those market forces is simply that coal has been mined in this
region for such a long time that many of the thickest, most easily accessible coal
reserves have already been mined out," said Evan Hansen, President of Downstream
Strategies.
On top of that, demand for coal has fallen as coal-fired power plants are either shut
down or converted to natural gas.
Local officials we talked to argue the decline in the coal industry has less to do with
economics, and more to do with what they call "over-regulation" from the federal
government.
"The EPA, they change their policy," said Perry County Clerk Haven King. "They'll have
a policy that says the companies need to do ABC, then when the companies change it
to ABC they change it to DEF."
The report's authors say the "war on coal" mentality is counter-productive to finding
real solutions to the region's economic woes.
"That could help people come together and try to identify constructive solutions, to
work toward the future rather than placing blame," said Hansen.
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Researchers say Central Appalachian communities will have to find ways to diversify their economies, as coal jobs
and coal severance receipts continue to decline.
The group published another report on the decline in the coal industry in 2010 with similar findings.
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